An efficient sensor for Zn2+ and Cu2+ based on different binding modes.
An efficient sensor for Zn(2+) and Cu(2+) was designed based on different binding modes. The sensor displays ratiometric signals for Zn(2+), due to the Zn(2+)-triggered amide tautomerization; while dual-mode selective behaviors for Cu(2+) result from the deprotonation of the amide tautomer.